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When This study entitled “Developing Speaking Skill Through Oral Description 
Practice”. It was focused on students’ speaking ability through oral description 
practice in one of Senior High School in Garut. The participants of this study 
consisted of one class of the second grade, 30 students. To achieve the purpose, 
this study used pre-experimental design. This study aimed to find out the 
effectiveness of oral description practice in improving students’ speaking ability. 
Pre-test and post-test were employed to obtain the data. Based on the result from 
the pre-test and post-test that the average scores of pre-test was 70.27. After giving 
the treatments, the average of post-test was 74.13. The minimum standard value in 
English speaking skill based on lesson plan is 70. According to the post-test data 
lot of student’ got score more than 70. Based on the hypothesis tested, it could be 
concluded that Ha could be accepted if there was a significant improvement in 
students’ speaking ability by using oral description practice. The testing was 
showed that t observed = 7.1178 was placed in the area where Ha was accepted. 
Thus, it means that Ha is accepted otherwise Ho is rejected. So, there was a 
significant influence oral description practice in improving students’ speaking 
ability. 
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INTRODUCTION 
English as a subject matter at school covers four basic language skills: listening, speaking, 
reading and writing. Among those four language skills, speaking is one of the skills that must 
be mastered by the students. Speaking is a kind of acitvity to transfer the information orally to 
other people. In spoken language, there are some key characteristics. (Cole, Debbie, & et al, 
2007) stated that there were three key characteristics of spoken language. The first, it takes place 
in real time and space. Second, it usually involves face to face communication, and the last is 
involves speakers and listener adjusting to context for example; who, when, and where.  
In most of speaking, it takes the form of face to face communication and therefore it 
involves interaction with one or more participant (Thornbury, 2005; Harmer, 2001). Learners 
may use the strategy such as work together to the interaction. The student to student interaction 
pattern is the most valuable for providing learners speaking practice (Hadfield & Hadfield, 
2008). 
Oral description is one of the ways for the students to deliver their ideas. Oral description 
is a presentation where the students’ show and tell about specific thing in detail (Adopted from 
journal Maulida 2012). On improving oral description, describing something is one of the 
standard competences that must be covered by the student. In Oral description, the use of object 
or thing in order to improve students’ speaking skill is needed. 
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However, based on the researcher’s experience while teaching English to first grade at one 
Senior High School, the students’ have problems in speaking skill. The students are not 
confident to speak in front of the class because of their limited vocabulary and lack motivation 
to speak. There are several factors that may cause the students’ reluctant to interact orally. For 
instance, it can be from psychological factors such as lack of motivation or interest, anxiety, 
afraid of making mistakes (Juhana, 2012). 
 
Speaking  
According to Ladouse (1991) speaking is described as the activity as the ability to express 
oneself in the situation, or the activity to report acts, or situation in precise words or the ability 
to converse or to express a sequence of ideas fluently. Futhermore, Brown (2001:267) when 
someone can speak a language it means that he can carry on a conversation reasonably 
competenly.  
Kayi (2006) defines speaking as the process of building and sharing meaning through the 
use of verbal and nonverbal symbol, in variety of context. Richards and Renandya (2002:204) 
states that effective oral communication requires the ability to use the language appropriately in 
social interactions that involves not only verbal communication but also paralinguistic elements 
of speech such as pitch, stress, and intonation. Moreover, nonlinguistic elements such as 
gestures, body language, and expressions are needed in conveying messages directly without 
any accompaying speech. Brown (2007:237) states that social contact in interactive language 
functions is importance key and in which it is not what you say that counts but how you say it 
what you convey with body language, gestures, eye contact, physical distance and other 
nonverbal messages.  
 
Description Text  
Description text is a part of factual genres. Its social function is to describe particular person, 
place or thing. Description in speaking is the process of oral. The feel, sound, taste, smell, and 
look of things. Emotion may be describing too, feelings such as sad or happines. Description 
helps the reader through his or her imagination, to visualize a scene or a person, or to understand 
a sensation or an emotion.  
 
METHODOLOGY 
The process of analyzing the data, the researcher used quantitative method. According to 
Creswell (2009, p. 4), “quantitative research is a means for testing objectives theories by 
examining the relationship among variables”. Marczyk, Dematteo, & Festinger (2005, p. 17) 
asserted that “quantitative research involves studies that make use of statistical analyses to 
obtain their finding. Key features include formal and systematic measurement and the use of 
statistics”. 
Relevant to the research purposes and problems that had been determined, this research 
applies a pre-experimental design. Creswell (2009) stated that with a pre-experimental design, 
the researcher studied a single group and provides an intervention during the experiment. The 
design does not have to control participants to group. This method was also called a one-group 
pre test-post test design. It only includes one group of subjects (no experimental group and no 
control group), and the subjects are not randomly design. This research used two kinds of test; 
pre test and post test. 
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FINDINGS 
Based on the findings of this study, the result of students’ speaking improvement could be seen  
in pre-test and post-test. It was found that the average scores of pre-test was 70.27. After giving 
the treatments, the average of post-test was 74.13. The minimum standard value in English 
speaking skill based on lesson plan in 70. According to the post-test data lot of students got 
score more than 70. There was a significant difference between before and after using oral 
description to improve students’ speaking ability. So, this study answers the hypothesis and the 
research question that had been present in chapter I. 
 
DISCUSSION 
Oral description is technique to actively participate. This technique is considered as a better 
technique rather than just teacher lecturing the students or just answering question individually. 
By applying this technique in the classroom, students’ who were usually passive during teaching 
learning process, being forced to be more active. They had to present the material that is related 
to their environment and life. The teaching learning process was also no longer teacher-centered, 
because the roles of teacher in the classroom are only preparing, setting, mediating, and 
monitoring.   
 
CONCLUSION 
The research problem of this study was answered in the previous chapter. To answer the research 
question of this study about the developing speaking skill through oral description practice, the 
researcher used two instruments that were pre-test and post-test. Based on the findings in chapter 
IV, the result of students’ speaking improvement could be seen in pre-test and post-test. It was 
found that the average scores of pre-test was 70.27. After giving the treatments, the average of 
post-test was 74.13. The minimum standard value in English speaking skill based on lesson plan 
in 70. According the post-test data lot of students got score more than 70. In addition, there was 
a significant difference between before and after using oral description to improve the students’ 
speaking ability.  
As known that Ha could be accepted if there is significant improvement in students’ 
speaking ability by using oral description. The testing showed that 𝒕𝒐𝒃𝒔𝒆𝒓𝒗𝒆𝒅 = 𝟕. 𝟏𝟏𝟕𝟖 is 
placed in the area where Ha is accepted. There was a significant influence oral description in 
improving students’ speaking ability.  
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